Hyphessobrycon oritoensis (Characiformes: Characidae) is described from the Putumayo River drainage of the Colombian Amazon. The new species belongs to the H. heterorhabdus group and is distinguished from all other known species by the following combination of characters: iii,8 dorsal-fin rays, iv, 26-27 anal-fin rays, 19 teeth on dentary, 35 scales in longitudinal series, 10-11 perforated scales in lateral line, 7 scales between lateral line and dorsal-fin origin, 14 predorsal scales and a dark lateral band that extends from the posterior border of the humeral spot to the tips of the middle caudal fin rays.
Introduction
The genus Hyphessobrycon Durbin in Eigenmann, 1908 , contains 110 valid species Lucena 2003; Almirón et al. 2004; Bertaco & Malabarba 2005) distributed from southern Mexico to Argentina. It is artificially defined by the following combination of characters: maxillary teeth few or absent, lateral line incomplete, third orbital bone not in contact with the sensory canal of the preopercle, two series of teeth on the premaxillary, and caudal fin without scales at base, this last character is the only difference separating it from Hemigrammus Gill. However, as many authors have pointed out, these characters do not suffice to diagnose the genus, and Hyphessobrycon as defined is not monophyletic (Weitzman & Palmer 1997; Moreira et al. 2002; Malabarba & Weitzman 2003; Bertaco & Malabarba 2005; Calcagnotto et al. 2005) . Eigenmann (1922 Eigenmann ( , 1927 revised Hyphessobrycon and proposed that it is a subgenus of Hemigrammus, but provided no phylogenetic perspective to support this claim. Géry (1977) created artificial groups of spe-cies based on pigmentation patterns; of particular interest here is the H. heterorhabdus-group, defined as those species with a dark lateral stripe. Eschmeyer (2005) listed 21 species in the H. heterorhabdus-group, which reaches its greatest diversity in the cis-Andean region, specifically in the Amazon River basin. Four species are reported for Colombia: H. heterorhabdus Ulrey 1894 , H. poecilioides Eigenmann 1913 , H. proteus Eigenmann, 1913 and H. diancistrus Weitzman 1977 In this paper we describe a new species of Hyphessobrycon of the heterorhabdus group, providing morphometric, pigmentation and osteological characters to distinguish it from its congeners.
Material and methods
Material was preserved in 10% formalin, transferred to 70% ethyl alcohol and deposited in the Ichthyological Laboratory of the Universidad del Quindío, Armenia, Colombia (IUQ); in the Museo de Biología, Universidad Central de Venezuela, Caracas (MBUCV), and in the Museo de Ciencias Naturales de Guanare, Universidad Experimental de los Llanos Occidentales "Ezequiel Zamora", Guanare, Venezuela (MCNG). Additional comparative material was examined from the following museums: the Academy of Natural Sciences of Philadelphia (ANSP), the Instituto de Ciencias Naturales-Museo de Historia Natural, Universidad Nacional de Colombia, Bogotá (ICN-MNH), the Museo de Historia Natural La Salle, Caracas, Venezuela (MHNLS) and the Colección de Peces de la Universidad Centro Occidental "Lisandro Alvarado", Barquisimeto, Venezuela (CPUCLA). The number of specimens per lot is given in parentheses. Measurements were taken with digital calipers to the nearest hundredth of a millimeter. All measurements were taken as point to point. Counts of fin rays, scales and teeth were done with a stereoscope and dissecting needle, and were taken from the left side of the specimens when possible (Table 1) . Counts and measurements follow Weitzman & Malabarba (1999) . Observations on bone and cartilage are from cleared and stained specimens (C&S) using techniques outlined by Taylor & Van Dyke (1985) , and Song & Parenti (1995) . Osteological nomenclature follows Weitzman (1962) , Vari (1995) and Ruiz-Calderón & Román-Valencia (2006) . The 21 characters examined in this study (Table 1) were analyzed using principal component analysis (PCA), using the computer software, paleontological statistics (PAST) version 1,80. Diagnosis: Hyphessobrycon oritoensis is distinguished from all congeners by having three simple and eight branched rays in the dorsal fin (vs. two simple and nine branched rays, except H. notidanos which has iii, 8); four simple and 26-27 branched anal-fin rays (vs. three simple and 17-24 branched rays); 19 teeth on the dentary (vs. 6-12); 35 lateral line scales (vs. 31-34, except for H. heterorhabdus which has 37); 10-11 pored lateral-line scales (vs. 8-9); seven longitudinal scale rows from the lateral line to the dorsal fin (vs. five, except in H. heterorhabdus with seven) and fourteen predorsal scales (vs. 10-11). Hyphessobrycon oritoensis is distinguished in detail from H. notidanos in the "Remarks" section below. Description: Morfometric and meristic data are given in Table 1 . Body short and deep, dorsal profile of head and body oblique from snout to supraoccipital, convex from there to dorsal fin origin, and from the last dorsal-fin ray to the base of the caudal fin. Ventral profile of body convex from snout to base of anal fin, more pronounced behind pectorals. Head and snout short; mandibles equal; mouth subterminal; lips soft and flexible, not covering the external row of premaxillary teeth; ventral part of the upper jaw flat; posterior end of maxilla passing anterior border of orbit. Premaxillary with a long lateral process, pointed and with two rows of teeth (Fig. 2) ; the external row with 3-4 tricuspid teeth arranged in zig zag; the internal row with 5-6 tricuspid teeth, diminishing gradually in size from inner to outer laterally. Maxilla long with 5-6 tricuspid teeth, and with posterior end reaching the posterior edge of second infraorbital; maxilla with two small foramina near upper margin of the tooth series. Two pentacuspid teeth in front of dentary, followed by three tricuspid lateral teeth larger than the rest, followed by 14 small conic teeth.
Hyphessobrycon oritoensis, new species
Six infraorbitals, the third longest in width, wide but not in contact with the sensory canal of preopercle; fourth infraorbital the smallest of series. Antorbital with anterior border concave. Supraorbital absent.
Rhinosphenoid heavily ossified, united with orbitosphenoid by a band of cartilage that extends above its posterior border; cartilage band extends to the dorso-anterior end and is in contact with the postero-dorsal margin of the prevomer. Orbitosphenoid heavily ossified with a round apophysis on anterior part. Paraesphenoid not divided, united to ventral surface of vomer; posterior end of parasphenoid in contact with prootic and basioccipital through a band of cartilage. Metapterygoid with upper margin wide and two crests, a small foramen in postero-medial region, with a band of cartilage along anterior and posterior edges. Ectopterygoid elongate and wide, in contact via cartilage with the quadrate. Nasal bone present. Basihyal cartilaginous and divided in two. Pharyngeal plate elongate and curved, having cartilage on the dorsal and antero-ventral edges. 16 gill rakers on first arch.
Total number of vertebrae 34-35. Proximal dorsal pterygiophores inserted between neural spines 10 and 17; 28 radial pterygiophores in anal fin. Four to five supraneurals present with cartilage on their dorsal and ventral ends. Pectoral girdle with a pointed dorsal elongation. Cleithrum elongate, widening near posterior edge and with the margin wavy, located below the ventral edge of the opercle. Scapula united to internal surface of cleithrum by cartilage. Postcleithrum 3 elongate and curved with a rounded laminar bony prolongation of its postero-medial edge. Four proximal radials present.
Edge of dorsal fin oblique. Pelvic fin short, tip not reaching anal-fin origin. Pelvic bone elongate and straight, parallel to medial area of body with cartilage on anterior and postero-lateral edges; ischial process short, curved, with pointed apophysis cartilaginous. Caudal fin forked, with long pointed lobes, scaleless. Principal caudal rays 9/8 (n=14).
Sexual dimorphism. No apparent sexual dimorphism was observed. 
Color in alcohol:
Body light yellow, lateral portion of body with dark band from behind humeral spot to tips of central caudal fin rays, wider beneath dorsal fin origin. Humeral spot dark. Guanine present dorsally and laterally in many specimens. Posterior edge of scales on dorsum and upper side black. Tip of caudal lobes dark. Dorsal, anal, pectoral and pelvic fins hyaline. Anal fin lightly pigmented at tips of rays. Head darker than body.
Distribution: Only known from the type locality. Etymology: Named for the collection site, the Orito River in the Putumayo drainage, Amazonía, Colombia.
Remarks: The new species is very similar to H. notidanos, however it differs from it in the number of lateral scales (35 vs. 32-34 in H. notidanos) , in the number of pored scales (12-14 vs. 9-11), in the number of scale rows between dorsal-fin origin and lateral line (7 vs. 6), in the number of predorsal median scales (12-14 vs. 9-11), in the number of teeth in the dentary (19 vs. 7), in the number of teeth in the maxillary (5-6 vs. 2-4) in the dorsal-fin rays (iv, 26-27 vs. iii, 17-20) Ecological notes: Data obtained from two stomachs of cleared and stained specimens indicates that this species is probably mostly insectivorous, feeding on allocthonous material, with unidentified insect parts being the most important element (56% by Number of prey items and 31% by Volume), followed by odonate larvae (8% N and 10% V), vegetable matter (16% N and 11% V) and unidentifiable material (20% N and 48% V). Their habitat had clear water over a substrate of sand and stone, with low dissolved oxygen (5.2 mg/l), 67% saturation and pH 6.0. Géry (1977) , in his key to the species of Hyphessobrycon, recognized six artificial groups based on pigmentation patterns. Hyphessobrycon oritoensis belongs to the heterorhabdus group of species that have a dark lat-eral band. The number of rays in the dorsal fin in species of Hyphessobrycon is usually ii, 9, but all specimens of H. oritoensis examined (n=14) had iii, 8, and this same pattern was also seen in H. notidanos (Carvalho & Betarco 2006) and some specimens of H. weitzmanorum , a strange count for this genus and even for species of Characidae, which could suggest a close relationship among these taxa. The rotated second tooth of the dentary exposed on the outside of the front row of teeth is not usual in other characid genera but typical of all Hyphessobrycon examined (pers. obs.); these characteristics could prove to be a derived for this genus.
Discussion
The ventral part of the supraoccipital unites with the exoccipital arch by a band of cartilage, and while not frequent in Characidae, has been observed in Astyanax aurocaudatus (Géry) (Ruiz-Calderón & Román-Valencia 2006), and in Hemibrycon pautensis . Weitzman & Palmer (1997) inferred the existence of a monophyletic group within Hyphessobrycon based on a shared, complex model of coloration of the dorsal and anal fins, and other anatomical evidence, calling this group the 'rosy-tetra clade'. Lima & Gerard (2001) noted that the coloration model could be a good starting point from which we might elucidate the complex systematics of Hyphessobrycon and related genera, given that the pattern might indicate a close phylogenetic relationship. So, while the heterorhabdus group should be evaluated from a phylogenetic perspective to try to clarify the relationships of the subgroups within Hyphessobrycon, a comprehensive discussion of the relationships of Hyphessobrycon oritoensis is not possible at this time due to our poor knowledge of the systematics of the genus. 
Comparative material examined

